Long-term monitoring of mouse ultrasonic vocalizations.
The temporal pattern of ultrasonic vocalizations by mice in an undisturbed 'home' environment can now be assessed using a system based on amplitude discrimination. Within a chosen frequency band, vocalizations of sufficient intensity are detected by an amplitude discriminator. The output from a pulse generator is sent to a microcomputer which records the time of the incoming event. The system has been validated for monitoring ultrasonic vocalizations in the mouse.